
“The best way to find yourself 
is to lose yourself in the service of 
others.” ~Gandhi 
 

[Cite your source here.] 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Loker Community, 
 I hope that everyone had a wonderful February vacation! Time really flies and it is hard 
to believe that we have already been back for two weeks from break.  In this 
newsletter, I wanted to share the results of our special Loker Leadership project 
that each classroom participated in during the month of February. As I have 
described in the past, each classroom selected a leader from the outside world that 
they admire and that represents our PRIDE (Personal Best, Respect, Integrity, 
Determination and Enthusiasm) core values. As part of the Wayland Public Schools 
core value, Respect for Human Differences, the purpose of this project was to 
identify leaders of varying backgrounds, gender, races, ethnicities and 
accomplishments in the spirit of celebrating and embracing diversity. It is extremely 
important for all elementary school students to see different races and genders 

participating in noble, leadership roles within our society. Similarly, it is essential 
for children of diverse races and backgrounds to observe this as well as it sends a 
message that if they work hard, they can have similar success.  Due to the 
tremendous support and generosity of the Cultural Enrichment Committee of the 
PTO, we were able to commission artist Bren Bataclan to paint two paintings for each leader. One of the 
pictures would be a portrait of the leader and the other was a painting of the specific attributes that 
represent this leader. Below I have included pictures of the paintings for each classroom leader which are 
now all hanging outside of each classroom. During a special School Meeting on February 1st, Bren led a 
drawing exercise with the students where they drew a portrait of the classroom leader and then 
illustrations characteristics of this leader.  Bren then used these drawings to paint the portrait and 
attributes of each leader. I am very proud of the hard work of the students in determining the leaders 
and playing an essential role in this important project. I was impressed by the quality and depth of the 
discussions in the classroom about why they admire each leader. Moving forward, we do plan to frame 
the canvases as well as Bren will add some background color to some of the attribute paintings in early 
March. I encourage you to visit Loker School and do a gallery walk of the paintings and have a discussion 
with your child(ren) about all of the leaders displayed. 
As always, if you have any questions about any aspect of Loker School, please contact me at 
brian_jones@wayland.k12.ma.us or at (508) 358-8601. 
Have a wonderful weekend! 
Sincerely, 
Brian 
  

 

A LOOK AT LOKER! 
March 10, 2017 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

Section 1: Principal’s Corner 

Section 2: Specialist’s News 

Section 3: Guidance Nook 

Section 4: PTO Calendar 

Room 10: Mr. O’Connor’s 
Classroom: Gandhi 

 

mailto:brian_jones@wayland.k12.ma.us


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Room 1: Ms. Wyner’s Classroom: 
Martin Luther King 
 

Room 2: Ms. Abrams’ Classroom:  
President Barack Obama 
 

Room 3: Ms. Furey’s Classroom:  
Grace Lin 
 

Room 4: Ms. Germaine’s Classroom:  
Ruby Bridges 
 

Room 5:  
Ms. Powers’ Classroom:  
Helen Keller 
 

Room 6: 
 Mr. O’Donnell’s Classroom:  
President Abraham Lincoln 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Room 13: Ms. Doherty/Olivier’s Classroom:  

Harriet Tubman 

 

Room 14: Ms. Ciavarro’s Classroom: 
 Malala Yousafzai 
 

Room 15: Mr. Moynihan’s Classroom:  
Sacagawea 
 

Room 16: Ms. Sole-Robertson’s Classroom: 
 Albert Einstein 
 

Room 9: 
 Ms. Pingeton’s Classroom: 
Florence Kelley 
 

Room 10:  
Mr. O’Connor’s Classroom: 
Gandhi 
 



SECTION 2 

NEWS FROM OUR SPECIALISTS: 

Art room News:  
Students in grade five are in the midst of their mask-
making project that is based on their personality 
characteristics. They looked at a slideshow that can be 
found on my Loker Art webpage. The masks are rooted 
in various cultures around the world. The masks 
common link around the world is the animal 
characteristics in order to embody for ritual before crop 
season, battle and spiritual purposes, for example. We 
also looked at how Hollywood (Batman, Cat woman, 
Spiderman, etc.), mascots and holidays have adapted to this art form that has been around since the 
beginning of humankind.  
 

Grade four students Grade four students are wrapping up their Pop Art 
project and beginning a state flag project. Please look for the Pop Art soft 
sculpture and sculptures in the display case at the entrance to the school. 

 
Grade three students 
are working on an 
assemblage of natural, 
found materials after a 
quick scavenger hunt 
outdoors. This project is 
similar to their previous 
relief sculpture with a 
two-dimensional surface 
but it is different in its 
ability to change form 

(ex. a stick will not bend to a curve like clay will).  
 
Grades one and two are working on a second relief sculpture and learning 
about art you see everywhere…money! We looked at how the coins are 
made from artist to production in the US mint. Then we looked at artist 
Selma Burke’s relief sculpture of President Roosevelt. Students chose a 
leader of their choice to draw in the sketch of their coin. The following week 
they sculpted the coin using a variety of 
techniques. The coins will soon be glazed 
and ready for display. 
 

Kindergarten artists made mixed-media 
collage self-portraits. They are currently 
working on a quilt square project inspired by 
artist Faith Ringgold’s quilt Tar Beach. 

 

*Please email me if you would like your child’s Artsonia access code 

and do not already have it!  

  



 

BITS & BYTES FROM THE 

TECHNOLOGY LAB 

 
Grade 1: 
 

Students have are learning great collaboration skills while 

using the BeeBots and challenging each other to code the 

Beebots to travel to different locations on the mats.   
 

Grade 2: 

Grade 2 students finished a formatting project and are learning what 

word processing is with Microsoft Word.  Bluetooth is the new craze in 

second grade!  They are using Bluetooth to communicate programming 

commands for their BlueBot.  The Bluebot turns completely blue when it 

is paired via Bluetooth with an iPad. 
 

Grade 3:  

Students are exploring BlueBots and how bluetooth 

works with the iPads and the robots.  They will also be 

coding with Probots which will draw out shapes that are 

programmed into them.  
 

 

Grade 4:  

Students had and opportunity to try out the new Dash robots that we got from a grant 

through Wayland Education Foundation.  They are about to begin their 

research and collecting important facts for their green screen states 

projects using the Do Ink Green Screen App! 

 

 

Grade 5:  

Students have been busy learning how to use 

and program Dash and Dot.  They will be 

creating a maze challenge using the robots 

to move a tin foil ball and push it into plastic 

cups once they have learned the 

programming and navigation needed to do 

this challenge!  

 

 

 A special thank you goes out to the Wayland Public Schools Foundation for this grant! 

 

 
  



 

 

LOKER SCHOOL MUSIC: 

 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarten - Kindergarteners are learning about the variety of instruments we have in the classroom 
and proper playing technique for each of them.  They have been so focused and eager to learn how to 
play them correctly!      
 

 

1st Grade - First graders are really enjoying learning about our March composer of the month, Camille 
Saint-Saens, and listening and moving to selections from his work Carnival of the Animals.  They continue 
to work hard on maintaining steady beat and learning new rhythms.   
 

 

2nd Grade - Second graders are doing a great job utilizing their listening skills to identify different 
instruments and sound qualities in various works of music.  The especially loved listening to selections 
from Carnival of the Animals and trying to guess which animal each song represented!    
 

 

3rd Grade - Third graders are doing a fantastic job learning to play the recorders!  We are learning how to 
produce a good sound quality and have learned several songs with our first three notes – B, A, and G!  
 

 

4th Grade - Fourth graders are working very hard learning the melody and words to the song Fifty Nifty 
United States.  This song teaches students a fun way to memorize all 50 states in alphabetical order and 
is a wonderful treat to supplement their states unit.   
 

 

5th Grade - Fifth graders have started the initial script reading for the fifth grade play!  The name of our 
play is Joust!  The students have already shown so much enthusiasm and focus learning the script and 
songs!  Roles will be assigned over the next several weeks.  
 

  

Chorus – The Loker Chorus did a fantastic job performing at Wayland Sings on March 8th!  This was our 
final performance of the year and a wonderful showcase of everything the students have learned this 
year.  I look forward to starting back up with another amazing year of chorus in September!   
 

 
  



This month, we continue to celebrate the 

Love of Reading ! 

In honor of the Birthday of Dr.Seuss.  

There will be extra “Seussical” activities 

all month including guest readers! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All students are invited to add their favorite book selection to our 

 Read Across America map!  
Kindergarten students continue to progress from choosing a pre-selected book to making an 

independent choice!  In our read-alouds we have been focusing on counting and rhyming patterns.. 

First grade students have become great  

Fact Detectives!  We have been working with books about snow to research facts about snowflakes.   

Second Grade students began a Folk Tale unit by reading Trickster Tales, Porquoi Tales and 

comparing and contrasting stories.   

Third grade students are finishing up their unit on identifying print resources.   To reinforce this 

skill we have had scavenger hunts and played text bingo! 

Fourth Grade students are working diligently on their States project!  We are learning how to use 

print and on-line resources to find information.  Links to on-line resources can be found on the 

library website. 

Fifth grade students  are begining to present our independent research projects and share our 

knowledge!   Topics presented include:  

 New England Patriots 

 History of Football 

 Mythical Creatures 

 Ballroom Dancing 

 

 

 

 



Our sunny reading nook remains a 

favorite during class time and for 

independent project time.  

Snapshots from the Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Our library 

displays 

change 

frequently to 

highlight 

different 

themes and 

new material.   

Guest readers are always 

welcome to celebrate our 

love of reading! 

Wow look at all those 

books!  Parent and 

student volunteers help 

keep our books moving.  



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All students are participating in activities that include the use of our volleyball nets.  We set up 
two nets, one on each half of the gymnasium.  This setup allows for increased participation, and 
more chances for practice.   We have had a discussion in each class regarding safety around the 
nets and volleyball poll.   
 
Grade: K   We have been spending some extra time reviewing or locomotor movements, especially 
during warm-ups.  The nets have been introduced, and we have played a game of “messy 
backyard”.  This is a game where students attempt to throw balls over the nets.  We review the 
idea of stepping with our opposite foot to get power behind our throws, which is important in this 
game!  We will be introducing basic volleyball moves for them to try with light balls and beach 
balls. 
 
Grade: 1  Similar to kindergarten, we have played the overhand throwing “messy backyard” game, 
reviewing our throwing motion.  First grade students have also had the opportunity to volley over 
the nets, and have had the option to pick the ball that they are most comfortable with.  They have 
worked with partners and in small groups.  This week, we will introduce the underhand serve and 
have more chances to volley!   
 
Grades: 2 and 3   Students have been introduced to a game called “newcomb”, a throwing and 
catching team game.  I generally wait to play this game until students are in the third grade, but 
Loker second graders can handle anything that I throw their way!  I am running the same lessons 
with the second and third grade classes.  We are also introducing the underhand serve, the set, 
and the bump this week. 
 
Grades: 4 and 5   All classes have had the opportunity to play “newcomb”, and it is a game that 
they have played in the past.  We focus more on court positioning, offensive and defensive 
strategies, and the importance of teamwork and communication.  These newcomb games are 
generally faster with a little more action. We will often keep track of score in these games.  This 
gives us a chance to talk about sportsmanship and healthy vs. unhealthy competition.  We will be 
reviewing and practicing the serve, set, and bump which will lead us into games.  It will depend on 
the class, but some groups might attempt to play a full volleyball game.  Often times, we will play a 
modified volleyball game with some different rules.   
 
Volleyball is a great sport that exercises many parts of our body.  It is also an opportunity for 
students to work in groups, which has them communicating and developing their social skills.   
 
Please let me know if you have any questions! 
 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
Mr. O’Connor 
daniel_oconnor@wayland.k12.ma.us 

 



 
SECTION 3: 
 

From the Loker Guidance Nook: 
 

 
 

 

This month's classroom guidance lessons have focused on mindfulness and 
meditation.  Lessons began with a discussion about the brain and the specific role of the 
amygdala in the brain.  Students learned that the amygdala and limbic systems are our emotion 
control centers, connecting this to the movie, Inside Out.  Specifically, we talked about the 
amygdala being part of our fear center that creates different responses in our bodies related to 
stress and worry.  Sometimes we may feel tense muscles or a stomach ache, sometimes we 
may feel overwhelmed and want to cry, or we may have many other feelings related to 
distress.  We discussed that fear and worry are important parts of our bodies that help keep us 
safe, but when we are fearful too often, our amygdala becomes a one way street sending out 
only fear messages and blocking the path to lots of other feelings and thoughts.  We then moved 
on to talk about ways to calm the amygdala and even shrink it through practicing different 
skills.  One way to create these changes (by employing our brain's neuroplasticity) is to practice 
mindfulness or meditation regularly.  The more we practice deep breathing, focusing on the 
moment at hand, and experiencing a calm body, the greater the chances are that our brains will 
respond to unexpected events in a more balanced and reasoned way because we have a two 
way street flowing through our amygdala.  Various meditations and mindfulness activities were 
introduced across grade levels and the students responded enthusiastically to this quiet 
classroom exercise.  Follow-up shares included, "I am so relaxed!" "I feel calm!" and, "I am ready 
to learn!" 
 
 

 
Laurel Miller Pirelli, MS, CAGS 

School Psychologist and Counselor 
Loker Elementary School 
Wayland, MA 
508.358.8612 

 
  

tel:(508)%20358-8612


 

SECTION 4: 

 

Remaining 2016-2017 Loker PTO Events!!  

EVENT DATE/TIME CONTACT 

PTO Monthly Board Meetings  Please see Loker Scoop for 

dates! 

Daria Greeley 

Gift Your Child: Part 2,  

Backpack Auction  

Late January – Early March Deb Andler &  Kate 

Gagney 

Family Fun Math Night March 16,  

6:15-7:30pm, Happy  

Hollow School  

Wayland Public Schools 

Elementary Math Team with 

support from PTO 

Bus Driver Appreciation 

Breakfast 

March 24, 9-10am  

Wayland Middle School 

Wayland Middle School PTO 

World’s Fair March 25, 1-4pm, Loker 

School  

Rebecca Lloyd 

Spring Book Fair April 26-28th Jodi Chase, Jennifer  

Rosen, Nancy Schachter & 

Stacey Thirman 

Arbor Day Celebration April 27 Brian Jones, Sarah Morris, 

Anne Johnson 

Spring Movie Night April 27 Kristine Feeks Hammond & 

Giselle Shardlow 

Teacher Appreciation Day May 2 Joanna Hartunian &  Ciara 

O'Brien 

5th Grade Bash May 5th, 5-7pm  

Wayland Middle  

School Cafeteria 

Dina Antun & Deb Andler 

Kindergarten Orientation May 18, 7:00-8:30pm, 

Loker Cafeteria 

Nina Ching 

End of Year Ice Cream Social June Bethany Bergeron,  

Jayme Nowland & Angela 

Young 

End of Year Teacher & Staff 

Appreciation Luncheon 

June Joanna Hartunian &  Ciara 

O’Brien 

Parmenter Food Pantry Drive Ongoing Maggi Ciccarelli 



5th Grade Activities Throughout the year Pam Cerne (chair), Dina  

Antun, Alisa Frutman,  

Sandy O’Driscoll, Brook  

Pyhtila, Jane Purser,  

Rachel Spooner, Haiying Tu 
 

Annual PTO Mtg & Thank you 

Breakfast 

June   

Loker Cafeteria 

Daria Greeley & Nina Ching 

Just Like Me (3rd & 4th grade) Ongoing Jane Purser, Pam Cerne, Amy 

O’Donnell 

Clap-out for 5th grade 

students 

Last day of school Brian Jones 

  

Update from the Loker PTO: 

We had a busy and productive February and the next few months are going to be just as exciting! 
Don't miss Elementary Family Fun Math Night at Happy Hollow on March 16th or the World's Fair 
on March 25th at Loker. These two events are for the whole family and promise to be educational 
and loads of fun! Please "save the date" for our April book fair, movie night and our first Loker Arbor 
Day celebration!. 
 
Believe it or not, we're starting to plan for the 2017-18 school year. The PTO has many open 
positions. There are jobs big and small to suit any family schedule. No experience is necessary. We’ll 
tell you everything you need to know. If you’ve thought about getting more involved but weren’t sure 
where to start, please reach out with any questions or to learn more. Call or email Daria 
Greeley (dariaegreeley@gmail.com or 781-392-5112) or Nina Ching 
at ninapc@gmail.com or 617.416.8465). 
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